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Prussia. It was becoming clear that Bismarck had forgotten
the claims of Duke Frederick, the ' house-friend.' Prussians
were gradually coming to realize that it was the claim of
Prussia to at least a quarter of the Schleswig-Holstein States
which constituted the only perfectly comprehensible item
in the vexed problem.

Nothing better demonstrates the mercurial mind of the
Princess Royal than her desertion of the ' house-friend/ and
her intense conviction that Prussia was right. She under-
stood the Schleswig-Holstein question ! ' My thoughts and
convictions are with Fritz Augustenberg (the house-friend)/
she wrote to Windsor on January 5th. Shortly afterwards,
when everybody knew that Fritz Augustenberg's star was no
longer in the ascendant, the perplexed mother read : * It is
impossible to blame an English person for not understanding
the Schleswig-Holstein question. It remains nevertheless to
us Germans plain and simple as daylight and one for which
we would gladly bring any sacrifice/

A large part of England, enchanted by the lovely Alix,
was outspokenly pro-Dane. It was even said that King
Christian would never have dared to go to war if he had not
thought England would support him. Bertie went about
"rejoicing before all and sundry when Danish troops gained
small local successes. The words of the Prince of Wales,
much magnified, floated across the Continent to Germany.
The Queen was firm that not one volunteer must reach
Denmark and not one word of encouragement must go to
Prussia. Bismarck, and therefore Prussia, was nervous and
angry. If England joined Denmark plans would go badly
astray. England had given Prussia a Crown Princess.
England ought to stand by Prussia.

In mind and in action the Crown Princess was an ardent
Prussian. Her brilliant work in organizing the disgusting
hospitals proved that she had diligently studied Florence
Nightingale's achievement in the Crimea. But when she
heard England vilified she angrily argued in support of the
English standpoint. At once she was identified with brother
Bertie. Her enthusiasm for the war was merely a mask to